ARISTOTLE'S

BOOK VIII.

CHAP. I.

Friendship is necessary to all conditions and ages: it is natural^
the bond of society, and noble. Different opinions as to tlte
formation of it

I, IT wpuld follow next after this to treat of friendship $
for it is a species of "virtue, or united to virtue. Secondly 3
It is also most necessary for life -} for without friends no one
would choose to live, even if he had all other goods. For
to tfie rich, and to those in office and authority, there seems
particularly to be a need of friends: for what profit is there
in such gopd fortune, if th& power of conferring; benefits is
taken away, which is shewn in the greatest degree and in
the most praiseworthy manner towards friends ? or how
could it be kept up and preserved without friends ? for by
how tnucn the greater it is, so much the more likely Is it to
fall. And in poverty and other misfortunes they think that
friends are the only refuge. Thirdly; It is also necessary to
the young to preserve them from error, and to the old to at-
tend upon them, and supply that which is deficient in their